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In short, this is one of the very most
significant pieces of legislation to pass
the Senate in years. It is broader, deep-
er, and more comprehensive in helping
working families and lifting Americans
out of poverty than anything—any-
thing—Congress has accomplished in a
very long time.

So I am extremely proud of the bill
we passed this week—exceedingly
proud. I am exceedingly proud of every-
body in our caucus; our committee
chairs, whose leadership allowed us to
act swiftly at a moment when Ameri-
cans needed help fast; and the Mem-
bers, who pulled together and realized
no one is going to get everything he or
she wants, but the need to come to-
gether and get something done when
we had no margin for error was won-
derful.

I want to thank President Biden for
his bold and steady leadership. He was
instrumental in putting this bill to-
gether and helping to get it over the
finish line.

And I am exceedingly proud of the
staff, who toiled behind the scenes, who
worked incredible hours under incred-
ible stress to prepare, perfect, and pass
the American Rescue Plan. The staff
are the unsung heroes of this bill. So I
want to spend just a moment to sing
their praises.

First of all, to all the members and
staff of the Senate committees, thank
you. I have submitted all of their
names into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
to acknowledge their weeks of hard
work assembling different portions of
the bill, negotiating compromises,
writing legislative text, petitioning the
Parliamentarian, and managing a co-
lossal amendment process.

To all of the floor staff—the door-
keepers, the clerks, the reporters, the
cafeteria workers, the custodial staff,
the Capitol Police and National
Guard—the entire Senate gave you a
standing ovation on Saturday, and you
deserved every second of it. Thank you,
thank you, thank you once again.

And, finally, I need to spend some
time thanking my own staff. I think
they are the best staff anyone could
ever have. They are amazing. They are
amazing. Every Senator believes they
have the best staff on Capitol Hill, I
guess, but I am no exception. I couldn’t
do what I do without them. They are
amazing. The chiefs who run the show:
Mike Lynch, Martin Brennan, Erin
Sager Vaughn. The floor staff: the
amazing Gary Myrick, Tricia Engle,
the whole floor staff—thank you.

And then three names that I have to
give a particular shout-out to because
you could truly say that without these
three we wouldn’t have a bill: Gerry
Petrella, Meghan Taira, Charlie Ells-
worth.

My staff—I would like to brag a little
about them if I might. My staff boasts
some of the most brilliant legislative
minds in the country—folks who know
the nitty-gritty of every issue in their
portfolio, who fashion solutions to the
most difficult problems in the country
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and then turn those solutions into ac-
tion.

And thank you to my executive
team, who keeps me somewhat on time
and is a tremendous asset to the entire
Democratic caucus.

Thank you to our phenomenal re-
search team, ready to supply the right
fact at the right moment. You ask
them: Look this up, find this out.
Boom, the answer appears right away.

To everyone at the Senate Demo-
cratic Media Center, the SDMC, who
are clipping and editing videos at 3, 4,
5 in the morning; to our amazing press
team, who gets the word out so skill-
fully; our engagement team, who does
fantastic work with the groups affected
by the legislation we pass; and our en-
tire State staff—I just visited some of
them. I just came back from Buffalo
and Syracuse—who make sure that our
work in Washington always responds to
the needs of New York.

I wanted to mention each of these
different groups, but in reality they are
a team. They pull together, and they
are friends as well. They celebrate holi-
days together, and we share each oth-
er’'s joys and sadnesses in life—a team
that works together, helps each other,
supports each other, and supports me; a
team that gets up every morning with
a passion to make the lives of their fel-
low citizens better. It is impossible,
just impossible not to be inspired by
them and by that.

So I ask unanimous consent to enter
the names of my entire staff into the
RECORD because, as I told them on the
phone Sunday, even if they do nothing
else in life, they have saved by their
work many, many lives. They have
made the lives of millions—millions—
of people considerably better because
of their hard work, their dedication,
and their faith.

So I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the names of my
entire staff.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

I would like the Record to include the
names of my staff who worked tirelessly to
prepare, perfect, and pass the American Res-
cue Plan: one of the most significant pieces
of legislation to pass the United States Sen-
ate in decades. Their names are as follows:

Abdelhaq, Yazeed, Achibar, Xathleen,
Aleman, Jasmin, Armwood, Garrett, Babin,
Reggie, Banez, Robert, Barjon, Didier, Bar-
ton, Steve, Battle, Sharon, Benavides, Jack-
ie, Biasotti, Allison, Bluitt, Tinae, Bodian,
Lane, Bowman, Quinn, Brennan, Martin,
Burns, Caroline, Byrne, Sean, Cardinal, Jon,
Cardona, Selena, Carranza, Ramon.

Chang Prepis, Joyce, Charlery, Kristen,
Cole, Emily, Contes, Helena, Cook, Andrew,
Cooke, Dave, Coutavas, Sophie, Daly, Annie,
Dayal, Tushar, Deveny, Adrian, Dickson,
Jeff, Dirienzo, Lindsay, Donovan, Patrick,
Eagan, Ryan, Ellsworth, Charlie, Emanuel,
Marissa, Engle, Tricia, Fado, Kelly.

Flood, Sam, Fuentes, Matt, Geertsma,
Joel, Glander, Megan, Goodman, Justin,
Gray-Hoehn, Hayley, Gutmaker, Joshua,
Haberl, Gunnar, Harris, Jasmine, Hawley,
Marisa, Hickman, Rob, Housley, Jon, Huus,
Amber, Iannelli, Mike, Ileka, Steven, Jack-
son, Rachel, Jamaica, Jessica, Jean, Mike,
Kazibwe, Rodney.
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Kiandoli, Cietta, Kuiken, Mike, Lee,
Monica, Lopez, Julietta, Lynch, Mike,
Magaletta, Grace, Mann, Steve, Mannering,
Amy, Marcojohn, Anneliese, Martin, Ryan,
Mehta, Hemen, Meyer, Ken, Molofsky, Josh,
Moore, Catey, Moreno-Silva, Michelle, Mor-
gan, Rachel, Murphy Vlasto, Megan.

Myrick Gary, Najafi, Leela, Nam, Alice,
Nehme, Joe, Nguyen, Alex, Nicholson, Jor-
dan, Nunez, Diana, Odgren, Andrew, Olvera,
Lorenzo, Orlove, Suzan, Ortega, Sol,
Osmolski, Rebecca, Oursler, Nate, Paone,
Stephanie, Patel, Vandan, Patterson, Liza,
Patterson, Mark, Petrella, Gerry, Pina,
Oriana, Reese, William.

Revelle, Justine, Rivera, Tony, Robinson,
Alexandra, Rodarte, Sam, Rodman, Scott,

Rodriguez, Crisitian, Roefaro, Angelo,
Rosenblum, Zack, Ryder, Tim, Seijas, Nel-
son, Shah, Raisa, Sharbaugh, Tyson,

Sinpatanasakul, Leeann, Skapnit, Amanda,
Sledge, Alexa, Smith, Hannah, Sonnier-
Thompson, Bre, Spellicy, Amanda,
Sundaramoorthy, Dili, Sweda, Emily.

Talley, Hanna, Taira, Meghan, Tam, Cat-
alina, Taylor, Anna, Taylor, Terri, Tepke,
Paige, Timothy, Kimarah, Tinsley, Dan,
Vaughn, Erin Sager, Velez, Cyre, Virgona,
Nicole, Vogel, Kai, Vorperian-Grillo, Karine,
Watt, Brad, Watters, Veronica, Weir, Emma,
Yoken, Dan, Younkin, Nora, Zeltmann,
Chris, Zomorrodian, Reza.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
want them all to know how much I ap-
preciate their work and how much the
country does and what a great dif-
ference it has made in the trajectory of
our wonderful Nation.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 31.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Debra Anne Haaland, of New Mexico, to
be Secretary of the Interior.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. I send a cloture mo-
tion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 31, Debra
Anne Haaland, of New Mexico, to be Sec-
retary of the Interior.

Charles E. Schumer, Chris Van Hollen,
Michael F. Bennet, Jack Reed, Tammy
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Duckworth, Sheldon Whitehouse, Jeff
Merkley, Christopher A. Coons, Rich-
ard Blumenthal, Patrick J. Leahy,
Amy Klobuchar, Tina Smith, Brian
Schatz, Robert Menendez, Richard J.
Durbin, Martin Heinrich, Maria Cant-
well.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the mandatory quorum call
with respect to this motion be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader.

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT OF 2021

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
when Senators were last in this Cham-
ber, our Democratic colleagues were
shooting down amendment after
amendment to ensure their largely
non-COVID-related spending plan re-
mained very liberal and purely par-
tisan.

Republicans proposed amendments to
cap extra government help for wealthi-
er Americans, to ensure that direct
checks would only go to citizens and
legal residents and not to people in
prison, and to rein in runaway State
and local bailouts and refocus the bill
on urgent COVID-related actual needs.
But Democrats banded together to de-
feat every one of these commonsense
changes. As the Democratic leader hap-
pily explained to reporters later on
Saturday, his whole conference put
lockstep party unity ahead of sub-
stance and ahead of bipartisan com-
promise.

So the nearly $2 trillion partisan
spending spree that President Biden’s
Chief of Staff brags is ‘‘the most pro-
gressive domestic legislation in a gen-
eration” is on its way over to the
House. Already, we hear reporting that
this giveaway will simply wipe out the
budget deficit of New York State and
eliminate a big part of the deficit in
San Francisco, courtesy of the tax-
payers in Kentucky and Middle Amer-
ica. Already, we hear the administra-
tion saying they want some of these
sweeping new welfare policies to be-
come permanent, like a no-strings-at-
tached benefit that disregards all the
pro-work lessons of bipartisan welfare
reform. Meanwhile, it only manages to
spend about 1 percent on vaccinations
and less than 9 percent on the entire
health fight.

Democrats inherited a turning tide.
The vaccine trends and economic
trends were in place before the bill was
ever voted on, before this President
was sworn in, but they are determined
to push to the front of the parade with
an effort to push America to the left.

Meanwhile, House Democrats are
wasting no time pursuing even more
purely partisan legislation. Last
Wednesday, the House passed H.R. 1,
their effort to rewrite the ground rules
of American elections and seize power
from States and localities. Just like
the spending plan, in both Chambers,
once again the only thing bipartisan
about the bill was the opposition.
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This is House Democrats’ bid to put
Federal bureaucrats in charge of local
election rules; to undermine voter ID
requirements with massive loopholes
that undermine them; to require every
State to permit ballot harvesting,
which lets paid political operatives
produce stacks of ballots with other
people’s names on them; to overturn or
change hundreds of State election laws;
and to turn our highest election au-
thority, the equally balanced FEC, into
a partisan majority body to crack
down on speech and ideas they don’t
like.

It is quite the recipe for rebuilding
public faith in our democracy on all
sides—a purely partisan effort to seize
unprecedented power for Washington,
DC, on a razor-thin majority. It is a
hugely harmful idea at the worst pos-
sible time.

NOMINATIONS

Madam President, on a different mat-
ter, this week, the Senate is set to con-
sider more of President Biden’s nomi-
nations. I have consistently said that
the President should have latitude to
staff their administration with people
of their choosing so long as they nomi-
nate qualified and mainstream individ-
uals. That is why I and many other Re-
publicans have supported many of the
President’s mainstream nominees.

Secretaries Austin and Vilsack were
each confirmed with more than 90
votes; Secretaries Raimondo, Yellen,
and Buttigieg with more than 80. Sen-
ator Blinken got 78 votes, including
mine. Secretaries Cardona and
Granholm each got more than 60 votes.
Even with the time spent on impeach-
ment, half of the nominees I just men-
tioned were confirmed faster than
President Trump’s nominees to the
same spots, and most of them received
a more bipartisan margin now than 4
years ago. So this administration is re-
ceiving perfectly fair treatment from
the Senate. Frankly, the President and
his team must be thrilled that Senate
Republicans are proving to be more fair
and more principled on personnel mat-
ters than the Democratic minority’s
behavior 4 years ago.

But the fact remains that millions
and millions of Americans elected 50
Republican Senators—an even split—to
stand against policies and personnel
who lean too far to the left. That is
why many of us voted against con-
firming Secretary Mayorkas, who
stood idly by while a major crisis ex-
ploded on the border in just his first
several weeks. Rather than confront
the problem, he absurdly claims that a
record number of unaccompanied chil-
dren in custody, overflowing shelters,
and catch-and-release policies during a
pandemic do not actually constitute a
“crisis” at all.

Xavier Becerra, the partisan Cali-
fornia attorney general with no signifi-
cant healthcare experience, whom the
President has nominated to run Health
and Human Services during COVID-19,
could not even get one Republican vote
to get out of committee.
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So Republicans will continue to dis-
tinguish between qualified, main-
stream people and nominees who are
way outside the mainstream.

I have already announced I will sup-
port Judge Merrick Garland, whose
nomination to be Attorney General we
will vote to advance later today, but
we will continue to fight hard against
people who are the wrong choices for
key positions. We are going to shine a
bright spotlight on anyone who seems
more focused on far-left ideology than
serving all of the American people.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The as-
sistant majority leader.

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT OF 2021

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I
had a press conference this Sunday
back home in Illinois to talk about
what the American Rescue Plan means
to our State. It is dramatic. Dramatic.

Millions of dollars will be coming to
our State to buy vaccines. I can tell
you, all across Illinois, people are ask-
ing: When is it my turn? When do I get
my chance? And we want to make sure
they get that chance sooner rather
than later.

Think about what President Biden
inherited just a few weeks ago. Surely
they had found some vaccines—excel-
lent vaccines by Pfizer and Moderna—
approved by then, but he came to the
White House to find that there was no
plan to administer those vaccines
across the Nation.

Vaccine is important, but it is of lit-
tle value if it is not in the arms of
Americans. So he set out to establish a
standard that we would be distributing
this vaccine across the United States
as quickly as possible and the mecha-
nism, the infrastructure to make cer-
tain that it was administered by pro-
fessionals who know what they are
doing. That is quite an undertaking. It
is the largest vaccination in the his-
tory of our Nation. But President
Biden said he needed help to do it—not
just money for the vaccine but money
for testing, money for the genomic se-
quencing necessary to detect variants
that might be emerging in the United
States. That was a major element of
the bill that passed this Senate last
Saturday.

He also put money in there that had
already been promised to the American
people. Remember when President
Trump said $2,000 for every American?
We agreed on a bipartisan basis. The
first downpayment was last December,
$600, and the remainder, $1,400, was in-
cluded in the bill that passed on Satur-
day.

I have yet to hear a Republican Sen-
ator come to this floor and criticize
that sum of money. All of them—I
should say most of them have publicly
supported it, and others say little or
nothing about it, but no one is saying
that it shouldn’t be given as a result of
the promise made. We kept that prom-
ise. That was part of what we were
doing.

We also had a responsibility to mil-
lions of Americans who are still col-
lecting unemployment. As of March 14,
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